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to interfere. As we have abolished pike men, buxerries, Catwall etc., these
country soldiers are to serve the following purposes. The Collector, Custom
Masters, Buxey, Warehouse Keepers and every other officer will require a
certain number agreeable to the nature of their department; this is to be
settled and the allotments fixed in Council without any further charge to us
than their pay as soldiers; the whole are to be at the Major's call in all
emergencies to defend the settlements; and in order that discipline may be
kept up they are all to be changed monthly, but we must further observe
that during the time these soldiers are at those offices, they must only obey
the orders of those they are under, excepting as above observed in times of
danger.
121.    As we mean to have no Europeans soldiers in future at any of our
subordinates, the guards that may be judged sufficient for the protection of
our factories must also be draughted from these soldiers, and thus we have
laid down rules that will ease us of a heavy expence, and the soldiers conti-
nued equally useful for your defence.
122.    The  Catwall's power being destroyed, our Major  must in future
appoint a European guard with an ensign to patrole constantly from ten at
night to five in the morning.   The extent of those bounds you are to direct,
but be particularly careful that the river side, and all entrances to the town,
be well inspected for reasons already given.   Every offender is to be confined
by the Major until the morning.    Criminals and rioters are to be sent with the
evidences to our sitting justice, but spies and smugglers are to be examined
by our Goverixour and by him reported to the Board.
123.    The mint is our next great object as we make no doubt but the
grant has long since been ratified by the Nabob.   We shall here lay down the
necessary rules for conducting it with reputation and advantage.
124.    This branch must  be by  contract, one  month's  public notice or
more to be given, that you will receive proposals in writing and sealed for the
coining  of gold and silver, the lowest bidder to have the contract.   Each
party to put down the price of one hundred ounces of gold and silver of every
specie that has or may be brought into Calcutta; this will clearly enable you
to determine the preference.   They are previously to be acquainted that the
mint house and its repairs shall be at our expence, every other charge what-
ever on the contractors' account.   As the coinage will be a great trust, we
apprehend none but persons of large capitals or credit will offer themselves, for
you must exact security in a sum equal to the amount you may judge will
at any one time dwell in the mint.   If two or more distinct families of opulence
and character could be brought to join in their proposals, and should obtain
the contract, it would be pleasing to us for many reasons.   And for  your
better guidance we transmit you under No.          what is allowed us for the
several species coined in the mints of   Bombay   and   Madrass.   When   the
contractors are chose, and the prices of bullion fixed, you are then to enter
upon, the following regulations:  a Mint Master must be appointed from our
servants below Council, whose business will be to attend all receipts of bullion,
and issues of rupees; no person is to send silver or gold to the mint but by
application in writing to the Mint Master expressing species and quantities,
who then must give his order to the contractors for receiving the same, and
when such bullion is coined, a second  order from the Mint  Master must